Colorado's own Ikey Starks
On Saturday, December 10th, a good friend and fellow trap shooter, Ikey Starks, died peacefully at his Littleton home. Ikey was battling cancer.
For many years Ikey was employed as a factory rep for Remington. He would represent the Remington line of firearms and ammunition at shoots throughout the United States. This gave him the opportunity to travel, shoot and meet a wide range of people. He left Remington in 1973.
Shortly after leaving Remington Ikey, along with his business partner George Orndorf, opened Sports West on Broadway in Englewood. As a gunsmith and connoisseur of fine firearms there was very little that Ikey had not repaired and even less that he had not seen. If you had a problem with your shotgun at a shoot Ikey could fix it! At the range or in his shop when it came to working on trap guns the fee was usually assessed with a smile and a handshake followed by, "Catch me later."
The "Soldier of Fortune" magazine wrote Ikey up in one of their columns as "the best 1911 gunsmith in the world!" And although that was mighty high praise I can attest that every word of it was true. Just like when working on a trap gun, Ikey was nothing short of a wizard when it came to the 1911. And his skills didn't stop there. He could, would and often did fix just about anything.
Ikey enjoyed traveling all throughout Colorado and Wyoming to attend shoots. He also shot in Kansas, Texas, Nebraska, Oklahoma and several other states. In 2008 Ikey shot a 200 straight at the New Mexico State Trap Shoot, which was being held at the Raton Trap Club. He also won many, many other trophies throughout the entire region. His smile, firm handshake and friendly attitude made him extremely popular everywhere he shot.
As a rifle shooter Ikey had won both the Lee O. Wright Trophy and the Clarke Memorial Trophy in 1966. In 1973 he also won the Wimbledon Cup (much like winning the GAH). His abilities were not just on the trap line or on the target range. Ikey was excellent field shooters and served as a fine companion in the duck blind. He has taken many excellent big game trophies throughout his hunting career.
Ikey was a veteran of the U.S. Army and placed a strong emphasis on other veterans, especially on the young men and women of the past 20 years. Whenever he crossed paths with a member of the armed forces Ikey would immediately drop whatever he was doing to greet them. If you were in the service and around Ikey there was never any doubt that he appreciated you for who you are and what you were doing. His love for his Country was always clear and unwavering. 
Ikey was a proud Mason who belonged to So. Denver 93 as well as the Scottish Rite Valley of Denver. He practiced and lived by the words of the lodge, which made him extremely popular with those whose paths he crossed. "God, family, country and friends" were words that meant everything to Ikey. Although quick with a joke Ikey was, first and foremost, always a gentleman. 
Ikey was laid to rest with Military Honors in Orem, Utah. He certainly was "one of the good guys."

Sincerely,
Alex Ragulsky
